Feedback Form  

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Convergence OP Consultation Draft

The Convergence Programme for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly will succeed the current Objective One Programme, which has been delivered with great effect by all of the stakeholders. A total of £380m of ERDF and ESF funding has been allocated for the new Programme, and this will be complemented by EARDF and EFF funding targeted at rural and fishing communities.  The Draft Operational Programme sets out four broad areas for ERDF intervention – Innovation and Research and Development; Enterprise and Investment; Learning and Skills; and Economic Infrastructure and Place Based Regeneration. In this document Learning and Skills includes the Convergence sections of the England ESF Operational Programme. There is a formal ESF consultation based on the National ESF Programme, which has two Convergence priorities with a budget of €190m ESF. (see www.esf.gov.uk)
This Programme has a balanced set of Priorities which takes account of the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas. The focus is on improving competitiveness of the regions of European, while taking account of the need to develop an inclusive society and protect and enhance our environment.  The Draft Operational Programme sets out our intention to achieve maximum impact through carefully focusing the investment we will make in each of these areas for intervention. It is important that the Programme focuses on interventions which will make a difference, and views are sought on how best to achieve this. This will mean further prioritising the interventions set out in the Draft OP. The Programme also proposes adopting a carbon neutral approach, and feedback on the appropriateness of this approach is welcomed.
There are ten parts of this feedback form on the Draft Operational Programme, and your views are invited on all aspects of the document. Please respond to all of the sections, or those most relevant to your work. The ten sections are:

A
Strategic Direction

B
Priority Axes and Financial Allocations

C
Priority 1
Innovation and Research and Development 

D
Priority 2
Enterprise and Investment
E
Priority 3
Learning and Skills Infrastructure 
F
Priority 4
Economic Infrastructure and Place Based Regeneration
G
Environment Technologies and Renewable Energy

H
Environmental Cross Cutting Theme

I
Equal Opportunities and Diversity Cross Cutting Theme
J
Delivery and Commissioning

In addition to the ten sections, there is a general question at the end of the document which invites comments on any aspect of the Draft Operational Programme. 
The feedback from should be emailed to: Convergence@southwestrda.org.uk or posted to: Phil McVey, South West Regional Development Agency, Castle House, Pydar Street, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2UJ.

	A        Strategic Direction

	Strategic Objectives

Transforming the economy to a more knowledge based, high value added economy

Supporting all sections of the community to access opportunities that meet their needs and aspirations  

Managing economic and population growth in a sustainable manner
Take a leading role to develop a carbon neutral programme 
	The Operational Programme has four strategic objectives. Do you agree with them, and what is their relative importance?

	Carbon Neutrality
	Given the increasing importance of the climate change agenda, the Convergence Programme will be 'carbon neutral' across the Programme as a whole. What are your views on this approach?
What are the most important activities which can contribute to the objective of a ‘carbon neutral’ Programme?



	Other strategic emphasis
	4. Are there any other strategic influences which are missing or need to be strengthened in the Operational Programme?




	B       Priority Axes and Financial Resources

	Three ERDF priorities have been identified, supported by ESF investment through the English ESF Operational Programme. 
They are:
· Innovation and Research and Development (ERDF)

· Enterprise and Investment (ERDF) 

· Learning and Skills (ERDF) (supporting ESF investment through the England ESF Operational Programme)
· Economic Infrastructure and Place Based Regeneration (ERDF) 


	Is the choice of Priority Axes appropriate? 

	The proposed allocation of resources is:

Innovation and Research and Development (ERDF)  €77m
Enterprise and Investment (ERDF) €121m
Learning and Skills €55m and (ERDF) €190 ESF in National ESF Prorgamme
Economic Infrastructure and Place Based Regeneration (ERDF) €189m

	Is the allocation of resources between the four Priorities appropriate?



	C
Priority 1
Innovation and Research and Development 

	Key Strands
1. Stimulating research & development 
2. Supporting ideas, innovation  &  knowledge 
3. Developing specialist infrastructure for innovation and research and development
4. Environmental technologies and renewable energy 

	Which of the key strands do you believe are the most important for the new Programme?

	Making a difference?


	In what way can the Programme best focus its investment and the funding available to achieve maximum impact?




	D
Priority 2
Enterprise and Investment

	Key Strands
1. Enterprise Culture
2. New Starts
3. Business Support 

· Increasing ICT take up and use

· Increasing investment by the private sector

· Accessing national and international markets

· Business infrastructure for a modern economy

· Accelerating business growth

· Environmental performance in business
4. Environmental Technologies and Renewable Energy


	Which of the key strands do you believe are the most important for the new Programme?

	Making a difference?


	In what way can the Programme best focus its investment and the funding available to achieve maximum impact? 



	E
Priority 3
Learning and Skills

	Key Strands
1. Tackling barriers to employment ESF
· Young people

· Worklessness
· Disadvantaged Groups
2. Improving the skills of the local workforce ESF
· 14-19 year olds Learners

· Adult Learning and Skills
· Workforce Development
· Higher Education and Skills
3. Knowledge Infrastructure (ERDF)
· HEI


	Which of the key ESF strands do you believe are the most important for the new Programme? Note: There is a formal ESF consultation based on the England National ESF Programme, which has two Convergence priorities with a budget of €190m ESF. (see www.esf.gov.uk)


	
	What are the key learning and skills infrastructure investments which will contribute to the objectives set for the Convergence Programme

	Making a difference?


	In what way can the Programme best focus its investment and the funding available to achieve maximum impact?




	F
Priority 4
Economic Infrastructure and Place Based Regeneration

	Key Strands
1. Strategic Connections : Transport Infrastructure
2. Strategic Connections: Digital Infrastructure
3. Place based Regeneration


	Which of the key strands do you believe are the most important for the new Programme? 



	Making a difference?


	In what way can the Programme best focus its investment and the funding available to achieve maximum impact?




	G
Environment Technologies and Renewable Energy 

	The Programme will help to develop an environmental technologies and renewable energy sector which is amongst the best in Europe. 
This is both an economic opportunity and part of our broader commitment to addressing environmental concerns. 


	What are the most important activities which can make a difference to the objectives of developing environmental technologies and renewable energy?



	H
Environment

	The environmental objectives of the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Convergence Programme complement those of the South West’s Integrated Regional Strategy and are to: 

· increase:

· the sustainable use of our natural resources, including land, water and the management of waste;

· the sustainable use of energy, including both energy conservation and the use of renewable energy; 

· the business opportunities for the increased demands for environmental technologies, good and services;

· the awareness of businesses of the value of the environment and its role in economic development;

· conserve:

· the value of the natural and historic environments 

· use: 

· the programme and its projects as examples of the successful integration of economic and environmental goals, including the identification of good practice. 
	The Operational Programme’s environmental objectives complement those of the IRS. Is this appropriate, and within its Priority structure and budgetary constraints, what should the Programme prioritise in order to make the most effective contribution?

	Making a difference?


	What are the most important activities which can make a difference to the objectives of the environmental theme?


	I
Equal Opportunities and Diversity

	The objectives for the programme will be to:

1. Increase the take-up of quality training and employment by  under-represented target groups;
2. Increase the number of people in under-represented groups accessing training and employment in higher skilled occupations and sectors where they are currently under-represented;
3. Ensure that business support is inclusive and responsive to the needs of all communities and under-represented groups;
4. Increase the participation of people from under-represented groups in the management and implementation structures of the programme.  It is important that partnerships, selection panels and other administrative groups are representative at all levels and positive steps are taken to gain the active involvement of under-represented groups;
5. Increase the number of under-represented groups owning their own business.
	The Operational Programme has five strategic objectives. Do you agree with them, and what is their relative importance?

	Making a difference?


	What are the most important activities which can make a difference to the objectives of Equal Opportunities and Diversity?


	J
Delivery and Commissioning, and Alignment

	Commissioning


	The new Programme will move from an open bidding system, to a more strategically driven commissioning approach. This would involve a greater emphasis on determining what the Programme needs to buy, rather than depending upon applicants interpreting the Operational Programme and Priority text.

What are the key elements needed to make the commissioning approach work effectively? 



	Local Area Agreements - and other domestic funding

	How best can the Programme be aligned with the LAA process?




	K
General Comments

	Are there any other aspects of the Draft Operational Programme that you would like to comment on?




Thank you for completing the feedback form.  
Please e-mail it to: Convergence@southwestrda.org.uk 
or post to: Phil McVey, South West Regional Development Agency, Castle House, Pydar Street, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2UJ.

